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1 . Claims 1-25 are pending in tliis application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for 
the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Ullman et al (US 
6,018,768). 

Regarding Claim 1, Ullman discloses a set-top box (STB) with a television and an 
auxiliary display device, with a method of changing program channels comprising: 

(a) the STB (FIG.1, 12) transmitting current tuned channel number to the auxiliary display 
device (FIG,1 , 16; Col 9 lines 4-20; tuned program related information such as time stamp etc 
inherently including channel number information related to the tuned program); 

(b) the auxiliary display device determining a particular URL associated with the current 
tuned channel number utilizing the current tuned channel information provided by the STB (Col 5 
lines 3-10; Col 9 lines 4-20; by receiving and storing channel related URL information from 
alternate internet in advance, the local person computer 16 then is able to determine a URL from 
among stored URLs for various programs/channels based on the received program related 
information such as time stamp and inherently with corresponding channel number information 
from STB and launch a website access); and 

(c) the auxiliary display device presenting the web content associated with the URL 
associated with the current tuned channel number on the display of the auxiliary display device 
(Col 9 lines 4-20). 
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Regarding Claim 2, Ullman furtlier discloses the auxiliary display device presenting a 
hyperlink on the display, the hyperlink providing access to program channel data associated with 
a new tuned channel; and activating the hyperlink to change the current tuned channel to the new 
tuned channel (Col 9 lines 20-23). 

Regarding Claim 3, Ullman further discloses correlating the program channel data to a 
virtual channel map (VCM) stored in the STB (Col 3 lines 52-55; Col 6 lines 44-48). 

Regarding Claim 4, Ullman further discloses that a web browser residing in the auxiliary 

display device using the URL to access a web site, the web site providing the web content to be 
presented on the display of the auxiliary display device (Col 3 lines 32-38). 

Regarding Claim 5, Ullman further discloses step (a) is implemented in response to a 
user changing the current tuned channel (Col 5 lines 62-67; Col 6 lines 1-4). 

Regarding Claim 6, Ullman further discloses from Claimi that step (a) is implemented in 
response to a user playing back a previously recorded program viewed on the television, the 
recorded program including program channel data (Col 10 lines 45-48). 

Regarding Claim 7, Ullman discloses a STB in communication with a remote server, a 
television and an auxiliary display device, with a method of changing program channels 
comprising: (a) receiving, at the STB, a virtual channel map (VCM) (Link File) from the remote 
server, the VCM including URL information associated with at least one program channel (Col 3 
lines 44-59); (b) the STB transmitting the VCM to the auxiliary display device (Col 6 line 66 - Col 7 
line 1 1 ; local URL decoder 12 inherently sending Link File containing URL information to the 
person computer 16 for processing in order to access the corresponding website); (c) storing the 
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VCM in Ihe auxiliary display device (person computer 16 then stores Link File containing URL 
information for processing); (d) the STB transmitting current tuned channel information to the 
auxiliary display device (broadcast Link File); (e) the auxiliary display device correlating the 
current tuned channel information to a particular URL contained in the VCM utilizing the current 
tuned channel information provided by the STB (Col 6 lines 44-48; such as time of the program); 
and (f) The auxiliary display device presenting web content associated with the particular URL 
associated with the current tuned channel on the display of the auxiliary display (Col 3 lines 44- 
59; Col 6 lines 44-48). 

Regarding Claim 8, Ullman further discloses (g) the auxiliary display device presenting a 
hyperlink on the display of the auxiliary display device, the hyperlink providing access to program 
channel data associated with a new tuned channel; and (h) activating the hyperlink to change the 
current tuned channel to the new tuned channel (Col 9 lines 20-23). 

Regarding Claim 9, Ullman further discloses the program channel data is correlated to a 
VCM stored in the STB, and the STB changes the current tuned channel to the new tuned 
channel (Col 3 lines 52-55). 

Regarding Claim 10, Ullman further discloses step (e) comprising a web browser residing 
in the auxiliary display device using the particular URL to access a web site, the web site 
providing the web content to be presented on the display of the auxiliary display device (Col 3 
lines 32-38). 

Regarding Claim 1 1 , Ullman further discloses step (d) is implemented in response to a 
user changing the current tuned channel (Col 3 lines 44-55). 
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Regarding Claim 12, Ullman further discloses step (d) is implemented in response to a 
user playing back a previously recorded program viewed on the television, the recorded program 
including program channel data (Col 10 lines 45-49). 

Regarding Claim 13, Ullman further discloses the STB transmits the current channel 
information to the auxiliary display device via the remote server (Col 4 lines 19-23). 

Regarding Claim 14, the system claim limitations has been discussed with regards to the 
method claims of Claim 1 . 

Regarding Claim 15, Ullman further discloses (c) a wireless communication bridge, 
wherein the STB transmits the current tuned channel information to the auxiliary display device 
via the wireless communication bridge (FIGs. 1 , 2 and 5). 

Regarding Claim 16, Ullman further discloses the auxiliary display device presents a 
hyperlink on the display of the auxiliary display device, the hyperlink providing access to program 
channel data associated with a new tuned channel when activated (Col 9 lines 20-23). 

Regarding Claim 17, Ullman further discloses the STB includes a virtual channel map 
(VCM), and the program channel data is correlated to the VCM (Col 3 lines 52-55; Col 6 lines 44- 
48). 

Regarding Claim 18, Ullman further discloses the auxiliary display device further 
comprises a web browser used to access a web site based on the particular URL, the web site 
providing data to be presented on the display of the auxiliary display device (Col 3 lines 32-38). 
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Regarding Claim 19, Ullman further discloses the STB transmits current tuned channel 
information to the auxiliary display device in response to a user changing the current tuned 
channel (Col 5 lines 62-67; Col 6 lines 1-4). 

Regarding Claim 20, Ullman further discloses the communications system is a cable 
television (CATV) system (FIG. 5; Col 4 lines 50-53). 

Regarding Claim 21, the system claim limitations has been discussed with regards to the 
method claims of Claim 7. 

Regarding Claim 22, Ullman further discloses (d) a cable modem in communication with 
the remote server; and (e) a wireless communication bridge, wherein the STB transmits the 
current tuned channel information to the auxiliary display device via the remote server, the cable 
modem and the wireless communication bridge (Col 9 lines 63-67; the digital cable box 140 can 
make a wireless connection with the display unit). 

Regarding Claim 23, Ullman further discloses the STB transmits current tuned channel 
information to the auxiliary display device in response to a user changing the current program 
channel (Col 3 lines 44-55). 

Regarding Claim 24, Ullman further discloses the remote server is a cable head-end 
operated by a multiple system cable operator (MSO), the cable head-end comprising: (i) reverse 
data channel (RDC) equipment; (ii) a network control system (NCS); and (iii) a cable modem 
termination system (CMTS) (FIG. 5 is a diagram of another preferred embodiment including a 
digital cable box. FIG. 5 shows a digital back channel connecting from the digital cable box to 
content creation 4 which inherently is the cable head-end operated by a multiple system cable 
operator (MSO). The ordinary person in the art knows the digital cable head-end inherently 
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includes (i) reverse data channel (RDC) equipment; (ii) a network control system (NCS); and (iii) 
a cable modem termination system (CMTS)). 

Regarding Claim 25, Ullman further discloses the communications system is a cable 
television (CATV) system (FIG. 5 is a diagram of another preferred embodiment including a digital 
cable box). 

Response to Arguments 
3. Applicant's arguments filed 10/15/2009 have been fully considered but they are not persuasive. 
In reference to Applicant's arguments 

It is once again noted that Ullman discloses a device which practices the precise method 
the present disclosure intends to avoid, i.e., putting the website information (e.g.,. URL address) 
directly into the video signal associated with the program provided to the television. 

Specifically, Uliman discloses that the given system requires that the "web pages be sent 
in the vertical blanking interval (VBI) of the video signal" (see, Ullman, col. 3, lines 7-11). Thus, 
the auxiliary device receives the URL directly from a source and does not disclose determining 
anything based on current tuned channel number. 

Examiner's response 

The Examiner respectfully disagrees. Ullman also discloses an alternative embodiment of 
FIG.1 that the URLs can be sent down independently of the video program on a data channel. In 
this embodiment, the URLs can be forwarded to the remote sites prior to initiation of the program. 
Preferably, the URLs have associated time stamps which indicate to the subscriber station 16 
when during the video program to display the particular Web page addressed by the URLs (Col 5 
lines 3-10). Therefore, Ullman discloses determining which URL among many URLs received in 
advance to display corresponding to a particular program received from the STB based on the 
associated time stamp. Furthermore, the time stamp associated with a particular program 
received would inherently include the channel number information. 
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Conclusion 

4. Claims 1-25 are rejected. 

5. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this Office 
action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of 
the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE IVIONTHS from 
the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date 
of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH 
shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action 
is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX 
MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Correspondence Information 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to FRED PENG whose telephone number is (571)270-1 147. The examiner can normally be 
reached on Monday-Friday 09:30-19:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Joseph Hirl can be reached on (571 ) 272-3685. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) 
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at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative 
or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272- 
1000. 

Fhp 



/Joseph P. Hirl/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2426 
January 23, 2010 



